Back Cover: Sugaring Off by Marshall Flaherty, Kate
Spiritan Magazine 
Volume 36 
Number 1 Winter Article 16 
Winter 2012 
Back Cover: Sugaring Off 
Kate Marshall Flaherty 
Follow this and additional works at: https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-tc 
Recommended Citation 
Marshall Flaherty, K. (2012). Back Cover: Sugaring Off. Spiritan Magazine, 36 (1). Retrieved from 
https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-tc/vol36/iss1/16 
This End Matter is brought to you for free and open access by the Spiritan Collection at Duquesne Scholarship 
Collection. It has been accepted for inclusion in Spiritan Magazine by an authorized editor of Duquesne Scholarship 
Collection. 
Return Address:
Spiritan
121 Victoria Park Avenue
Toronto, Ontario
CANADA  M4E 3S2
P.M.#40050389
Sugaring Off
Peels of papery white
cling to the birch tree trunks
as we tamp over frosted moss
and find the tapped trees
in the sugar-bush.
It is sugaring off time now, 
the March sun stark and bright
on the lichen rocks
and traces of snow crust.
The kids scream from the hills
this bucket is full again!
and this one already too!
Their arms ache from bearing heavy tin pails
and chopping wood for the smoking fire.
Poppa is stiff and smiling
from carrying sap buckets in the melting snow
with arthritic joints,
never complaining.
Salve of golden 
maple syrup to sweeten the soreness.
Alchemy of boiled sugar
bliss. 
— Kate Marshall Flaherty
Lay Spiritan
